
Why Some Pictures Are Not Good Photographs 
 
 

No clear subject 
 
Everyday subject taken from an ordinary angle 
 
Out of focus 
 
Too far away 
 
Too dark 
 
Too bright 
 
Centered when it shouldn't have been 
 
Unwanted distractions in photo 
 
You could also say that a picture is not good because it has 'none of the features of a good 
photograph' (triangles, diagonal lines, background blurred, etc…). 
However, there are so many of these that is unlikely that any of your pictures lack them all, 
especially if you made an effort to take good ones. 
Any one of the factors listed above is enough to ruin a good photo, making it irrelevant 
what good qualities it might also have had. 
 
 
Use one or more of the seven reasons listed above to critique your own photo assignment.  
  - Photos that scored 5 out of 5 do not need to be critiqued. 
  - You must supply one reason for any photo that scored 4 out of 5 
  - You must supply two reasons for any photo that scored less than 4  
 
Note that you may have also lost marks on your photo collection for lateness, for having too 
many photos the same, or for photos that didn't fit the category. This does not affect how you 
do this assignment, 
 
 
                                                                    NAME:_________________________ 


